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Program:

Moderator

Anselmo Lee

Asia Civil Society Partnership for Sustainable Development (APSD)

Presentation

Seema Shah / International IDEA
Impact of the COVID-19 on Democracy and human rights
Ine Van Severen / Civic Space Cluster

CIVICUS Global Report on Civic Space 2020 — “People Power under attack”

Discussants

Patricia Galdamez / Permanent Secretariat, Community of Democracies
Oli Henman / Action for Sustainable Development (A4SD)
Kaustuv Bandyopadhya / Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)
Soo Yun Suh / Asia Democracy Network (ADN)

Myunglim Park / Yonsei University, South Korea
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Global Monitor of Covid-19's Impact on Democracy
and Human Rights

 “One-stop shop”

162 country profiles, updated every 2 weeks

 Global and regional summaries with data and graphs
 Three-level monitoring tool with early warning system




Global State of
Democracy Framework
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Symbol

Three-level

monitoring

Potentially concerning developments (measures or
actions) related to curbing Covid-19 to watch from a
democracy and human rights perspective.

Concerning developments from a democracy and
human rights perspective with measures or actions to
curb Covid-19 deemed as undemocratic because they
are disproportionate, unnecessary, illegal or
indefinite.

No evidence that measures taken are undemocratic,

being disproportionate, unnecessary, illegal or
indefinite.




The Global State of Democracy Indices The Global State of Democracy initiative FAQs Data set and Resources About

Jion profiles

v@ Ragims typa @ World Map Compare attributes/subattributes Compare countries/regions Countn

'3#- COVID-19 Global Monitor of COVID-19's impact on Democracy and Human Rights read more o Concerning developments QG Developments to watch

Attributes

Updated 02:11pm CEST, April 21, 2021
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Government

Fundamental Rights
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Government U
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Administration

® Participatory -
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Pre-pandemic GSoD Indices 2019

Democracy
Weak/Low performance B Hybrid regime
Mid-range performance Authaoritarian regime
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http://www.idea.int/gsod-indices/covid19globalmonitor

PRE-PANDEMIC CHALLENGES TO
DEMOCRACY Number of countries with advances and declines over a five-year period

100 102

Democratic declines
were on therise

8 75
g 50
Since 2012, the number
of countries experiencing .
democratic declines has
risen Sharply and now 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
OUtnumber Countries With mmm At least one neg. & signif. subattribute mmm At least one pos. & signif. subattribute

a.d Va n C e S source: Global State of Democracy Data




PRE-PANDEMIC CHALLENGES TO
DEMOCRACY

The quality of
democracy was
deteriorating

The number of democracies
suffering from democratic
erosion has doubled in the
last decade

50.0%

40.0%

of democracies
w
o
P
=

%

o
o~ 20.0%

10.0%

0.0%

Percentage of eroding democracies 1980-2019

1980

1990

2000

mmm Decline on 1+ subattribute

2010 2020

source: Global State of Democracy Data




ENCOURAGING PRE-PANDEMIC DEMOCRATIC
DEVELOPMENTS

Despite this,
democracy
continued to
spread — even
to countries
that had
never been
democracies




How has the Covid-19
pandemic affected those
trends?




KEY FINDINGS

STATES OF
EMERGENCY

96 countries in the world declared a
national State of Emergency (SoE)
since the start of the pandemic

% of countries that declared State of Emergency during
Covid-19 pandemic

No State of
Emergency
41%
State of
Emergency

59%




Countries with longest SoE

States of Emergency w6

600

The average length of e o
COVID-19 related
SoE is 223 days

Argentina The Togo Chad Chile
Philippines




CONCERNING DEMOCRACY
DEVELOPMENTS

Well over % of countries
have implemented measures
to curb COVID-19 that are of
concern from a democracy
and human rights
perspective

Countries with Concerning Developments
during Covid-19

No
concerning

developmen
ts, 36%

Concerning
developments,
64%




CONCERNING DEMOCRACY
DEVELOPMENTS

Concerning developments
were more than twice as
frequent in authoritarian

regimes than in democracies.

% of countries within each regime type
with concerning developments

Democracy Hybrid Authoritarian




KEY FINDINGS Type of democracies with concerning developments

DEMOCRACIES WITH Eroding

Other democracies

CO N CERN I NG democracies 24%
DEVELOPMENTS 29%

Most of the democracies that
present concerning developments,
were already ailing before the Backsliding

pandemic democracies

16%

Weak

democracies

31%




CONCERNING
DEMOCRACY
DEVELOPMENTS

- Personal Integrity &
Security

- Freedom of
Expression

- Media Integrity

Democracy aspects
most affected by
pandemic measures

Share of countries with concerning developments per democratic attribute

Personal Integrity and Security
Freedom of Expression
Media Integrity

Social Group Equality
Effective Parliament
Basic Welfare

Freedom of Association and Assembly
Predictable Enforcement
Freedom of Movement
Clean elections

Free political parties
Freedom of Religion

Civil Society

Absence of Corruption
Gender Equality

Access to Justice

Elected Government
Inclusive Suffrage

Direct Democracy
Judicial Independence
Local Democracy
Electoral Participation

I 34
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e 15
I 14
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m1

m1

9
9

15 20 25 30 35

% of countries in GSoD

40




EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE
AND ARBITRARY ARRESTS

Over half the countries in
the world have used
excessive police force or
arbitrary arrests to enforce
restrictions

32 countries have called in
the military to manage the
pandemic

Excess Police Force and Arbitrary Arrests

during Covid-19

No evidence of excess
police force or
arbitrary arrests,
47%

Evidence of
excessive use of
police force or
arbitrary arrests,
53%




PERSONAL INTEGRITY AND Personal Integrity and Security: % of
SECURITY countries within each regime type with
concerning developments.

- Military as law enforcers

- Excessive police force 58%
50%

- Criminalization

21%

- Use of contact tracing
apps for political purposes

Democracy Hybrid Authoritarian




FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Over half of countries in the
world have passed laws or taken
actions to restrict Freedom of
Expression (FOE) or Access to
Information during the
pandemic

Restrictions on Freedom of Expression and
Media Integrity During Covid-19

No
restrictions
, 45%

Restrictions,

55%




KEY FINDINGS

ELECTIONS

Almost half of all electoral
processes scheduled for
2020 were postponed due
to the pandemic

Postponed with no
new date

4%

Electoral Processes during Covid-19

Held on schedule

54%

Postponed then
held

32%

Postponed and
rescheduled

10%




DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGES DURING PANDEMIC

Promising
democratization
Halted
prOCeSSGS have democratization
been halted or processes
reversed
Tigray conflict &
election
postponed

Strained
democratization
processes

coup attempt

parliament shut
6 months

Darfur conflict

Reversed
democratization
processes

Mali




Gender Equality and Covid-19

Women have been
disproportionately
affected by the
consequences of
the pandemic.

Lockdowns
and curfews

School -
closures

Restrictions
on association

Rise in gender
Inequality

'

Increase in
gender-based
violence

)

Gender sensitive
measures




Positive developments during Covid-19

Democracies Democratic S Demands for
coped! Innovation Digitalization democracy




Positive developments during

New
Digitalization democratic
openings?

Democracies Democratic
coped! Innovation




Conclusions...so far
Pandemic has put democracy under even more serious stress
It has accelerated democratic deterioration processes

Crisis has halted democratic openings which were underway

In some cases, new opportunities to advance and improve
democracy emerged




What political developments will remain once the
pandemic subsides?

Elections will change
Electoral campaigns will change
Some executive powers will remain

> w N

More emphasis on strong state capacity.




Conclusions...so far

 Pandemic has put democracy under even more serious stress than it was.
* |t has accelerated democratic deterioration processes.
e Crisis has halted democratic openings which were underway.

* |In some cases, hew opportunities to advance and improve democracy
emerged.

e The real danger lies ahead — political fallout from the economic crisis.
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CIVICUS Monitor New Country Ratings
and Report

People Power Under Attack Report
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A REPORT BASED ON DAITA FROM THE CIVICUS MONITO!
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A Global Snapshot



COUNTRY RATING CHANGES
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5 Ways to Kill Democratic Governance and Civic
Space in the Largest Democracy of the World
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GOVERNANCE BY HIDING INFORMATION

 The actual number of COVID-19 infections and
deaths could be double

« 200 plus scientists wrote to prime ministers for
wider access to clinical data ‘hoarded’ by
ICMR

* Non-transparent vaccine pricing policy — “one
country, two vaccines, three types of pricing”
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GOVERNANCE BY INTIMIDATION

« Appeal for oxygen, beds and medicines by patient’s 1 2
family is treated as spreading ‘rumour’ and ‘fake news’ § m )
— a culpable offence

« Central government’s repeated ‘requests’ for taking
down tweets critical of government’s handling of
COVID-19

* 67 journalists arrested, detained, questioned in India
in 2020 for their work — charges of “terror”, “sedition”
& “defamation” are rampant

« Meanwhile, trolling by bigots continue on social media ‘"
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GOVERNANCE BY CO OPTING INSTITUTIONS

« Allegation against Election Commission of India (ECI)
of losing its autonomy and working in favour of the
ruling party

« ECI requests the Supreme Court to gag media on
Chennai High Court’s oral observations on how recent
state elections during pandemic was super spreaders

| q —
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« Widespread use of National Investigation Agency,
Criminal Bureau of Investigation, and Enforcement
Directorate against opposition parties, prominent critics,
and news editors

Keowledge, Voice. Democracy,
PRIA



http://www.ju/
http://www.jurist.org/
http://www.dnaindia.com/

GOVERNANCE BY ABSOLVING RESPONSIBILITIES

« “COVID is behind us” - declaring triumph over
COVID-19, too early

* Relying on tamed bureaucrats and inner
political circle — ignoring the advice of scientists
and experts

« Justifying state elections to be conducted over
two months — political campaigns continued for
over three months

« Allowing “Kumbh Mela” (religious gathering) of
seven million devotees over one month

* Pushing the responsibilities to the state
governments without giving adequate resources

Weomledpe, Voice Democracy

PRIA




* Suppressing the protests against Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) and National Register of
Citizens (NCR)

« Maligning the voices of farmers against the
Farm Laws, 2020

* Ignoring the voices of Trade Unions, Civil
Society and opposition parties in framing
Labour Code, 2020

« Choking resources to civil society through
FCRA Amendment Act, despite its stellar |
contribution during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020

awledge, Voice. Democracy,
PRIA




2021 GWANGJU DEMOCRACY FORUM

Democracy and Civic Space in the World

Response

Soo Yun Suh (Asia Democracy Network (ADN))

2019 was a year of protests a year where a leaderless struggle raged across the

world

©)

o

o

(@]

Hong Kong
Thailand
India

Manila

With rising populist leaders that are democratically elected we are seeing a

dangerous decline of democratic values and principles and authoritarian

characteristics from these leaders

Even before the pandemic we were seeing a trend of democratic institutions,

especially the judiciary losing independence and it being used as a weapon to

strip democracy and human rights

o

o

o

Cambodia — Supreme Court ruling to dissolve the country’s main
opposition party
Broad interpretations of law to crackdown on media actors and activists

Philippines — ABS-CBN shut down — Rappler — Maria Ressa

Pandemic has exacerbated these trends and in the name of public health opened

up space for these authoritarian leaders to further restrict civic space as
presented by IDEA and CIVICUS
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Emergency Laws were placed in effect to severely fundamental freedoms
According to the International Center for Not-For-Profit-Law (ICNL) 175
new measures responding to Covid in 34 countries across 34 countries in
the Asia Pacific

These emergency laws, orders, decrees, actions allows for broad

interpretations of the law and allows for abuse of power and force in the



name of security, free expression and disinformation restrictions, press
freedom and right to information limited, privacy and surveillance
compromised

o Specifically, in amidst the pro-democracy protests in 2020 we saw these
emergency decrees being put into place in Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia,
India, etc.

e ADN Chronicles — Initiative to highlight the on the ground narratives and voices
of democracy and human rights during the pandemic, reflect the findings of the
presenters, a few to highlight would be the media freedom space has significantly
been restricted, blatant crackdowns, arrests and harassment of media actors
increased, importantly through the pandemic the large social and economic
inequality gap was not abstract anymore we were able to see and feel how
inequality devasted a large part of the population and were not able to access

basic healthcare, education, and have decent working conditions.



